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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-4,12-15 and 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Mathews (US PGPUB 2003/0061 1 62 A1 ). 

As regards claims 1 and 23, Mathews discloses A method of remittance funds 
transfer, said method comprising the steps of: deducting a remittance amount from a 
first party's income over a selected pay period; [0035]. Mathews discloses providing a 
receiving party with access to at least a portion of the remittance amount. [0037] 

As regards claims 2 and 13 Mathews discloses wherein said step of providing a 
receiving party with access to the remittance amount comprises the step of issuing debit 
cards to the first party and the receiving party. [0022] 

As regards claims 3 and 14 Mathews discloses wherein said debit cards provide the first 
party and the receiving party with access to an associated deposit account. [0019,0028] 
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As regards claims 4 and 15, Mathews discloses wherein the remittance amount 
deducted from the first party's income includes a transaction fee. [0020] 

As regards claims 12 and 22, Mathews disclose a. a sender; [0035], a receiving party 
[0037], a service entity providing remittance funds transfer services to said sender 
through said sender's employer [0028], a step of deducting a remittance amount from 
said sender's income over a selected pay period [0035], a step of providing said 
receiving party with access to the remittance amount [0037]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 5-9, and 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mathews (US PGPUB 2003/0061 162 A1) in view of Ganesan et al 
(USPBPUB 2002/0087465 A1). 
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4. As regards claims 5 and 16, Mathews teaches a transaction fee deducted from 
the first party's income [0020]. Mathews does not teach transferring the remittance 
amount and transaction fee to an escrow account. Ganesan teaches the seller/shipping 
agent may transmit a payment collection file to the processing escrow agent. [0191] 

It would have been obvious for a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to use Ganesan in the device of Mathews. The motivation would 
have been to provide a technique whereby a party may register for and utilize the , 
services of an electronic payment service in a single on-line session. [0041] 

5. As regards claims 6 and 17, Mathews teaches a transaction fee deducted from 
the first party's income [0020]. Mathews does not teach extracting from said escrow 
account the transaction fee. Ganesan teaches fees may be levied when funds are 
debited from a purchaser account [0260]. 

It would have been obvious for a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to use Ganesan in the device of Mathews. The motivation would 
have been to provide a means for paying for the services render by the financial 
institution. 

6. As regards claims 7 and 18, Mathews teaches a transaction fee deducted from 
the first party's income [0020]. Mathews does not teach transferring the remittance 
amount from said escrow account to said deposit account. Ganesan teaches in such a 
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case, the registered user may specify which payment method to use on a per- 
transaction basis, [0259], 

It would have been obvious for a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to use Ganesan in the device of Mathews. The motivation would 
have been to provide a technique in which a payment request is timely and efficiently 
processed; yet a provider of a payment service is protected from financial risk. 

7. As regards claims 8 and 19, Mathews discloses wherein said debit cards provide 
the first party and the receiving party with access to an associated deposit account, 
[0019,0028]. Mathews does not disclose the step of activating said debit cards. 
Ganesan discloses the processing agent 130 initiates a debit of funds from a donor's 
account and the state of the gift payment with e-card request is changed to "debit 
initiated," [0237]. 

It would have been obvious for a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to use Ganesan in the device of Mathews. The motivation would 
have been to provide a technique whereby a party may register for and utilize the 
services of an electronic payment service in a single on-line session. 

8. As regards claims 9 and 20, Mathews discloses providing a receiving party with 
access to at least a portion of the remittance amount, [0037]. Mathews does not 
disclose wherein the receiving party resides internationally with respect to the domicile 
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of the first party. Ganesan discloses such cards are now widely used throughout the 
world to make purchases without cash, [0013]. 

It would have been obvious for a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to use Ganesan in the device of Mathews. The motivation would 
have been to provide worldwide access and utility. 

9. Claims 10, 11 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mathews (US PGPUB 2003/0061 162 A1) in view of Fleischl et al (USPATENT 
6,038,552). 

As regards claims 10 and 21 , Mathews discloses providing a receiving party with 
access to at least a portion of the remittance amount, [0037]. Mathews does not 
disclose wherein said step of providing a receiving party with access to the remittance 
amount comprises a financial vehicle selected from the group consisting of remittance 
cards, debit cards, cash cards, smart cards, hard currency, checks, negotiable 
instruments, non-negotiable instruments, retirement accounts, stock market funds, 
mutual funds, certificates, bonds, personal accounts, business accounts, and 
combinations thereof. Fleischl et al discloses there is shown in FIG. 1 a block diagram 
of a system for carrying out a commercial transaction using a combined credit and debit 
card, [column 3, line 20-23]. 

It would have been obvious for a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to use Fleischl in the device of Mathews. The motivation would 
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have been to overcome the drawbacks of the prior art commercial transaction system; 
the present invention employs a method for executing a transaction using a credit card. 

1 0. As regards claim 1 1 , Mathews discloses deducting a remittance amount from a 
first party's income over a selected pay period; [0035], Mathews does not disclose 
wherein said step of providing a receiving party with access to the remittance amount 
comprises a financial vehicle selected from the group consisting of remittance cards, 
debit cards, cash cards, smart cards, hard currency, checks, negotiable instruments, 
non-negotiable instruments, retirement accounts, stock market funds, mutual funds, 
certificates, bonds, personal accounts, business accounts, and combinations thereof. 
Fleischl et al discloses there is shown in FIG. 1 a block diagram of a system for carrying 
out a commercial transaction using a combined credit and debit card, [column 3, line 20- 
23]. 

It would have been obvious for a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to use Fleischl in the device of Mathews. The motivation would 
have been to overcome the drawbacks of the prior art commercial transaction system; 
the present invention employs a method for executing a transaction using a credit card. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John A. Anderson whose telephone number is 571-270- 
3327. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00 to 5:00 
Pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, AKM ULLAH can be reached on 571-2722361. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



John A Anderson 



Examiner 



Art Unit 4137 



SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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